
Office Updates 
Welcome Jessalyn, our new           
SCD District Manager! 
Hi there! My name is Jessalyn Bachler, I 
recently accepted the position as the District 
Manager for Adams County Soil 
Conservation District. I grew up nearby on a 
family farm and ranch southwest of Almont, 
ND. From there, I earned my Bachelors 
degree in Ranch Management at Dickinson 
State University in 2015. I graduated with 
my Master’s degree in Range/Animal Science 
from North Dakota State University in 2019, 
where I focused my studies on winter feeding strategies. For the past three 
years, I was the Agriculture Instructor at Williston State College. When 
teaching, I tried to be as applied as possible so the students were able to 
take home the information they learned and implement it on their own 
operation. I hope to do the same with local producers for their conservation 
needs. In my spare time, you can find me outside riding horse, gardening, 
canning, or doing anything that needs to be 
done on the ranch. I look forward to 
meeting with you all! 

Best Wishes Gail 
Gail Froelich will be retiring from the Adams 
County SCD this fall. Gail served as the 
District Clerk at the SCD for the past 5 
years. You will still see her in the office once 
and awhile as she is helping train new staff. 
Gail is excited to be able to spend more time 
with family, especially her newest grandson. 
We wish you the best in retirement Gail!  
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Adams County Soil Conservation District 
A PUBLICATION TO KEEP YOU UPDATED ON CURRENT CONSERVATION ISSUES AND EVENTS 

SCD and NRCS Happenings



With so many new faces in the SCD and 
NRCS office, we thought we would 
[re]introduce ourselves! 

Our office consists of two NRCS employees, one 
partner employee, and one soil conservation district 
employee. From left to right, Kate Motzko is the 
District Conservationist for the Hettinger NRCS Field 
Office. Katherine Brackel is a Soil Conservation 
Technician for the NRCS Cedar Creek Unit. Alee 
Boelter is the Farm Bill Specialist for the NRCS Cedar 
Creek Unit. Jessalyn Bachler is the District Manager 
for the Adams County Soil Conservation District.  

Kate moved to the Hettinger office last November, and Katherine joined the NRCS in May. Together, 
they work on various NRCS programs including the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), and provide technical assistance for the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). They also provide conservation planning assistance on 
cropland, grazing land, hay land, farmsteads, and wildlife lands. Alee Boelter joined the office in May 
as the Farm Bill Specialist. She partners with the NRCS to support farm bill programs, namely those 
intended for wildlife. Jessalyn Bachler started with the SCD in August as the District Manager. She 
handles all areas of the district, including administrative and technical duties. 

Hasbrouck Attends ND 
Youth Range Camp 
The Adams County SCD sponsored Riley Hasbrouck 
(pictured middle) to attend the North Dakota Youth 
Range Camp. Youth Range Camp takes place every June 
in Amidon, ND at the Logging Camp Ranch to teach 
students the basics of range management. Sydney 
Ellingson (pictured left) and Blake Larson (pictured right) 
also attended Youth Range Camp from Adams County. 

“This summer I went to Range Camp.  We did all kinds of fun stuff 
throughout the amazing week. I learned about our plants and soil 
types during the week and I met a bunch of awesome people who I 
learned from all week. We went to Medora and went hiking through 
the petrified forest. I left for home at the end of the week, more 
educated about our plants and soils here in North Dakota. I am 
already hoping to go again next year!” - Riley Hasbrouck 
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Coffee Talk, Pasture Walk 
Submitted by Hannah Nordby,                               
Adams County Extension Agent 

Our 3rd Coffee Talk was held Friday August 21st in partnership 
with the Adams County Extension and SCD/NRCS. Kevin 
Sedivec of the NDSU Range Science Program led a group of 
producers on a pasture walk at Ross Engraf’s place. Kevin 
discussed pasture management with the group and its effects on 
herd health and profit.  We also looked 
at native plant species present in the 
pasture and discussed how pasture 
management and climate effects those 
species. Discovering all the native plant 
species that are present and how their 
environment effects them gave us new 
understanding of how the western 
prairie pastures change from year to 
year and decade to decade.  The 
landscape can truly tell a story if you 
are patient and pay attention.  

Applied Agriculture: 
New Podcast Released! 
Hannah Nordby, the Adams County Extension 
Agent developed Applied Agriculture, a 
podcast lineup created for producers, 
extension agents, and agriculture industry 
workers. Topics covered vary from crop 
variety releases to cattle nutrition.  

The latest episode focuses on the economics 
behind pregnancy checking and the different 
ways that data can be used to manage a cow 
herd. Tune in at: https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/
adamscountyextension/podcast. 
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Pictured above Kevin 
Sedivec shows a native 
range plant, explaining 
response to grazing. 

Pictured to the side is 
the forb Mexican Hat.

https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/adamscountyextension/podcast
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/adamscountyextension/podcast
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/adamscountyextension/podcast


Out on the Range 
Submitted by Jessalyn Bachler 

Being new to the soil conservation district, I often 
get questioned “What do you do?” While this may 
be a loaded question, the answer is quite simple - 
I promote soil and water conservation practices 
on the land in partnership with the NRCS.  
So what does that exactly mean? Conservation 
has many sides and is often dependent upon the 
producer’s goals; is the producer orientated 
towards farming, ranching, hunting, or all of the 
above? Moreover, are they looking to protect the 
soil, preserve forested land, enhance water 
resources, or support wildlife and pollinator 
species. For example, is a farmer looking to 
increase the health of their soils by implementing 
a no-till cropping system? Is a rancher looking to 
increase forage production in their pastures by 
starting rotational grazing? Is the land owner 
looking to eliminate wind from their yard and 
provide wildlife cover by planting trees? All of 
these are examples of what the SCD (in 
conjunction with the NRCS) can help producers 
achieve on their land through technical and 
financial assistance.  
However, it is good to note that some producers 
might not fit the typical mold for the conservation practices mentioned above. The SCD is also 
available to help with urban and community conservation practices including urban soil protection 
from erosion, tree planting and management, invasive species management, water management, 
small acreage farming, and much more. Whatever the conservation practice may be, your local SCD 
or NRCS might just be your first stop for advice. Happy trails! 
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2020 SCD SERVICES AND PRICE LIST 
Hand Plant Trees: 
 Conservation Size  $2.00/tree 
 Larger Size   $4.00/tree 
Tree Planting with Tree:  $0.30/ft  
Weed Barrier Fabric:   $0.30/ft 
 500ft roll   $150.00 each 
 Weed barrier installed $0.60/ft 
Staples:    $0.15 each 
Tree Tubes:    $6.50 each 
Marking Flags:   $0.10 each 
Plantskydd:    Prices vary 
Grass Drill:    $6.50/acre 
 *Down Payment Required 
No-Till Drill:    $10.00/acre 
 *Down Payment Required 
Weed Badger: 
 First round   $60.00/hour 
 Second round   $50.00/hour 
Mowing:    $60.00/hour 
Tilling:     $60.00/hour 
Weed Wiper:    $25.00/day  
Mileage:    $3.00/mi 

NDASCD GOALS 
The purpose of the North Dakota Association of Soil Conservation Districts 
is to further the widespread application of sound soil and water practices in 

North Dakota. Our goal is to provide quality membership services and 
nursery products to carry out the soil conservation program for the soil 

conservation districts of North Dakota.
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2021 Hand Plant Order Form - Orders Due by November 15, 2020 
Deciduous Trees and Shrubs 

Bundles	of	25	preferred	
Tall	stock	order	in	increments	of	10	

Reg.	
$2.00	

Large	
$4.00	

	 Bundles	of	25	preferred	
Tall	stock	order	in	increments	of	10	

Reg.	
$2.00	

Large	
$4.00	

Almond,	Russian	 	 	 	 Olive,	Russian	 	 	
Apricot	 	 	 	 Pear	 	 	

Ash,	Green	 	 	 	 Plum,	American	 	 	

Boxelder	 	 	 	 Poplar,	NW	 	 	

Buffaloberry	 	 	 	 Rose,	Hanson	Hedge	 	 	

Caragana	 	 	 	 Silverberry	 	 	

Cherry,	Nanking	 	 	 	 Walnut,	Black	 	 	

Cherry,	Sand	 	 	 	 Willow,	Golden	 	 	

Chokecherry,	Common	 	 	 	 Willow,	Sandbar	 	 	

Chokecherry,	Shubert	 	 	 	 Other	 	 	

Cotoneaster	 	 	 	 Conifers		-	ONLY	Conservation	Grade	Available	 	 	

Cottonwood,	Native	 	 	 	 Cedar,	Eastern	Red	 	 	

Cottonwood,	Siouxland	 	 	 	 Juniper,	Rocky	Mountain	 	 	

Crabapple,	Siberian	 	 	 	 Pine,	Ponderosa	 	 	

Currant,	Golden	 	 	 	 Pine,	Scotch	 	 	

Dogwood	 	 	 	 Spruce,	Black	Hills	 	 	

Elm,	Siberian	 	 	 	 Spruce,	Colorado	Blue	 	 	

Hackberry	 	 	 	 Spruce,	Meyer	 	 	

Hawthorn	 	 	 	 Other	 	

Honeysuckle	 	 	 	 Products	Available	 #	 $	
Juneberry	 	 	 	 Fabric,	6’	wide,	$0.30	a	foot	 	 	

Lilac,	Common	 	 	 	 Staples—	$0.15	each	 	 	

Maple,	Amur	 	 	 	 Tree	Tubes—	$4.00	each	 	 	

Maple,	Silver	 	 	 	 Plantskydd—	 	 	

Oak,	Bur	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Submit Order: Adams County Soil Conservation District 
PO Box 872 Hettinger, ND 58639 

Date Ordered:________ Paid:_________ Pick-up:_______ 
 

Name:  

Address:   

Daytime Phone:   

Agricultural Producers purchasing trees not subject to sales 
tax, please check this box and sign. 

 
SIGNATURE:   

Reg. stock #   x $2.00 =$   

Lg. stock #   x $4.00 =$   

-10% Discount 

Product Order 

500 or more 
trees 

-10% =$   
 
=$   

Sales Tax (ND) 	 5% =$   

Total Order 	 	 =$   
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How can we help you? 
The Adams County Soil Conservation District is interested in producer suggestions, ideas, opinions, 
concerns, and wants from the district. How can we help you with your conservation practice needs? 
Are you looking for more information or education regarding conservation? Would you like to see the 
district acquire certain equipment for rent or provide technical assistance to help you implement 
conservation practices? Is there any other areas that you have a need or concern with regarding the 
district activities? Please fill out the form below and return it to the office or email it to 
adamssoils6727@gmail.com or complete the form online at: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
117RdWPGxjaCEbDMm65jCTXZ0-SJQj9BmAw_yzJOEkqA/edit?ts=5f592efc. 

Conservation Need Suggestions Comments
Education or Information Workshops with weed treatment 

options, live demonstrations, 
range/forage tours, speakers 

Other?

Equipment Electric cross-fence 
Post pounder 
Land roller 
OK Corral 

Other?

Technical Assistance Hand plant tree replacements 
Soil/water/hay testing 

Other?

Other Ideas 

*Return to the SCD office or email 
to adamssoils6727@gmail.com
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NRCS Conservation Planning for 2021 Projects 
Submitted by Kate Motzko 

Now is the time to start thinking about your conservation goals and plans for next year. The NRCS is 
conducting field work for Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) applications for 
potential FY 2021 funding. EQIP provides financial and technical assistance to agricultural producers 
to address natural resource concerns and deliver environmental benefits such as improved water and 
air quality, conserved ground and surface water, increased soil health and reduced soil erosion and 
sedimentation, improved or created wildlife habitat, and mitigation against increasing weather 
volatility. EQIP provides assistance with a variety of conservation activities, such as cover crops, 
reduced tillage, nutrient management, tree and 
grass plantings, livestock water systems, 
rotational grazing, and much more. Projects 
seeking funding for FY 2021 need a signed 
application and conservation planning work 
started by October 23rd. If you have questions 
about projects on your agricultural operation, 
stop in and visit with us or call us at 
701-567-2462 ext. 3. Due to COVID-19 safety 
procedures, please call and schedule an 
appointment if you wish to stop in.  

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Deadline Reminders 

CSP participants are required to turn in documentation for activities (enhancements and practices) 
installed in 2020 to the office no later than October 6, 2020 if they wish to receive a payment by the 
November 6, 2020 deadline. Participants wanting their payment in 2021 need to turn in 
documentation by January 5, 2021 to meet the February 5, 2021 payment deadline. If you have 
questions about documentation or payment, please contact the office. 
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HETTINGER NRCS FIELD OFFICE COVID-19 UPDATE 
The Hettinger NRCS and Adams County SCD offices are 
now in Phase III for the reopening of USDA offices. The 
office door remains locked and visitors are allowed by 
appointment only. Visitors must answer screening 
questions concerning their health, recent exposure, and 
any travel before entering the office. Masks are required 
when visiting and social distancing measures are also in 
place. 
We look forward to the day we can have an open door 
for all again!
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Across the Fence with Adams County Extension: 
Consider Toxicity Issues When Fall Grazing 
Toxicity could be a problem when allowing cattle to graze in the fall.          
Submitted by Hannah Nordby, Adams County Extension Agent 

With pastures drying up, you might be scrambling to cut corners and considering weaning early or 
possibly culling older cows. Another option is utilizing extra feed resources before tapping into the 
winter feed supply. I met with Janna Block to digest the topic of toxicity issues when fall grazing. 

“It is important to consider grazing management and potential plant and 
animal health implications when evaluating options for fall grazing,” 
cautions Janna Block, Extension livestock systems specialist at North 
Dakota State University’s Hettinger Research Extension Center. 

After the initial hard frost in September, I received several questions relating to bloat with alfalfa. 
Bloat can occur any time that cattle are grazing large quantities of highly digestible forage. Gases 
produced through the fermentation of forage are trapped in the rumen, putting pressure on the lungs 
and nerves, which affects the animals’ breathing. Pastures that contain 50% or more legumes such as 
alfalfa or clover present a bloat risk, as do volunteer canola and small grains. 
The incidence of bloat tends to be greater early in 
the day, following a rain or after a frost. The risk 
is greatest in the first three to five days after a 
killing frost, but the best option is to avoid 
grazing for at least a week. This risk will decrease 
after the top half of the plant has dried down. 
Best management practices include: 

• Ensuring that cattle are full of dry hay before 
allowing them to graze. 

• Delaying turnout until pastures are dry after 
dew or rain. 

• Monitoring animals every couple of hours 
after turnout. 

If possible, provide cattle with access to other 
grazing options, such as a permanent pasture. 
Providing a poloxalene block prior to and during grazing or placing hay bales in the field are 
additional management considerations. 
Bloat is also a risk for cattle grazing crop aftermath or standing grain crops. High grain intake by 
cattle that have not been adapted properly can lead to bloat, founder or death. If volunteer grains 
matured to seed formation or mature grain is present in a field, grain overload from selective grazing 
could be a problem. Block suggests that producers scout fields before turning cattle out to determine 
how much grain is present, or consider using strip grazing to limit access and/or adapt cattle to grain 
a week or so prior to grazing to help manage this issue. 
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Across the Fence:  Continued from page 8 
Other Health Issues 
Other potential issues that can occur in cover crops and small grains include prussic acid poisoning, 
nitrate toxicity and sulfur toxicity (polioencephalomalacia or PEM). Brassicas in particular carry a 
high risk of multiple toxicities and should not constitute more than 70% of the diet. For more 
information about grazing cover crops, check out https://tinyurl.com/FallGrazingCoverCrops. 

“It is important to understand that nitrates and prussic acid are two 
separate issues and are not directly related to each other,” Block says. 

Prussic acid (also known as hydrogen cyanide or HCN) mainly 
is a concern with sorghums and sudangrass, while pearl and 
foxtail millet typically do not cause issues. Toxic levels most 
commonly are associated with frost because freezing ruptures 
the plant cells and releases cyanide gas. After a killing frost, 
released HCN will dissipate within a week to 10 days. New 
growth from frosted or drought-stressed plants is palatable but 
also will be dangerously high in cyanide. Leave a stubble 
height of at least 6 inches and do not graze regrowth until it is 
18 inches tall. 
Nitrate-accumulating crops include small grains, millet, 
brassicas, corn, sorghum and sudangrass. Rangeland or 
pasture weeds such as pigweed, Russian thistle, lambsquarter 
and kochia also are nitrate accumulators. Reduced growth in 
annuals during the fall may slow conversion of soil nitrogen to 
protein and amino acids in the plant, causing high levels of 
nitrate to accumulate. Dangerous levels of nitrate occur 
several days after a light frost but typically decrease within 10 to 14 days if conditions improve and 
the plant starts actively growing again. However, unlike prussic acid, nitrate levels do not decrease 
after a killing freeze. When plants die off, nitrogen uptake by roots will cease, but nitrate that is in 
the plant at that time will remain because no further photosynthesis will take place. 
Your Adams County NDSU Extension office offers a “Nitrate QuikTest” that can be used to determine 
presence or absence of nitrate prior to grazing or haying. For baled hay, the best option is to use a 
hay probe to collect samples and analyze them for nitrate content. 

“A variety of options are available for extending the grazing season into 
the fall and making efficient use of available resources,” Block says. 
“Awareness of potential issues and attention to grazing management will 
minimize losses and optimize success.” 

Contact your local NDSU Extension agent, Hannah Nordby at 701-567-2735 or 
Hannah.nordby@ndsu.edu for more information about potential toxicity issues and grazing 
management strategies.
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CONTACT US 
Adams County SCD 
 NRCS Hettinger FO 
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PO Box 872 
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adamssoils6727@gmail.com 
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Jamie Enerson                     
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Kathy Vliem                              
Cheryl Hoerauf - Advisor          
Sean Weinert - Advisor 

Adams County SCD 
Employees 

Jessalyn Bachler - District Manager 

NRCS Employees 
Kate Motzko - District 

Conservationist 

Katherine Brackel - Soil 
Conservation Technician 

Alee Boelter - Farm Bill Specialist 

ADAMS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
PO BOX 872 
HETTINGER, ND 58639-0874
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